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that same period. Had we rented cos- 
tumes we would have spent more than 
two thousand dollars and had nothing 
to show for our efforts. We once owned 
forty more gowns and housecoats than 
the present sixty-odd sizes and colors, 
but sold them to the students who had 
worn them in the production and wanted 
them for their own wardrobes. The price 
they paid for the outfit was the same as 
we paid for it plus the cost of its clean- 
ing. To be certain, we made no profit, 
but we lost nothing either, and it is 
those same girls who are now remem- 
beriug to send us their discarded gowns 
for the collection instead of sending 
the:n to the rummage sales. 


\\e never worry about costumes now. 
Wh.n we are in need, we seek the help 
of our Home Economics department. 
In :eturn, we make their fashion show 
at the end of the term beautiful and 
glariorous with lights, backgrounds, and 
furnish talent for their Home Economic 
Teas and Mothers’ Program. 


iow to keep things from the moths? 
A generous use of the old fashioned type 
moth ball in the storage room, bags, 
+ boxes, and furniture cushions is the an- 
swer. We use ten to twenty pounds of 
these napthalene flakes and balls. A day 
in the open air and the disagreeable 
odor is dispelled. 

I will admit that the care of the Props 
room is work, but many hands make 
light this work when cooperation is your 
goal. Our last task in the late spring is 
inventory and demothing. We make a 
list, then, of the projects to plan for the 
opening weeks of school. The officers 
and the committee chairmen assist in 
this task. It takes us about five hours 
to complete the check-up, for we have 
one large cupboard in the senior high 
school, a large room for furniture at the 
grade school, two costume cupboards in 
the upper hall at the junior high school, 
and the storage space under the stage 
of the junior high school auditorium for 
sets and electric equipment. We have no 
stage of our own in the senior high 
school; therefore every production in- 
volves a real moving in and moving out 
day for us. 


Begin to collect now; in a year or two 
folks you never met, but who know of 
your collection will call you at home or 
at school and tell you what they have 
that you might use. We always arrange 
for a member of the costume or prop 
committee to call at the house and ar- 
tange for the collection of the donation. 
We thank the donor with a personal note 
from the troupe secretary and make a 
hote to give him complimentary tickets 
to the performance in which we will use 
his contribution. If it is something we 
cannot use, we cheerfully explain that 
we have others, or have no place to store 
80 much and thank him for his thought- 

ess. Incidentally this latter rarely 
happens. 
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